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Zithromax 250mg, 500mg Tablets and Oral Suspension
(azithromycin)

THERAPEUTIC CLASS
Macrolide

DEA CLASS
RX

ADULT DOSAGE & INDICATIONS
Nongonococcal Urethritis
1g single dose

Nongonococcal Cervicitis
1g single dose

Gonococcal Infections
Urethritis and Cervicitis:
2g single dose

Community-Acquired Pneumonia
500mg single dose on Day 1, then 250mg qd on Days 2-5

Pharyngitis/Tonsillitis
2nd-Line Therapy:
500mg single dose on Day 1, then 250mg qd on Days 2-5

Skin and Skin Structure Infections
Uncomplicated:
500mg single dose on Day 1, then 250mg qd on Days 2-5

Acute Bacterial Exacerbation of Chronic Bronchitis
500mg qd for 3 days or 500mg as a single dose on Day 1, followed by 250mg qd on Days 2-5

Acute Bacterial Sinusitis
500mg qd for 3 days

Genital Ulcers
Chancroid:
1g single dose

PEDIATRIC DOSAGE & INDICATIONS
Community-Acquired Pneumonia
≥6 Months of Age:
10mg/kg single dose on Day 1, followed by 5mg/kg qd on Days 2-5 

Refer to PI for dosage guidelines

Acute Otitis Media
≥6 Months of Age:

PDR MEMBER LOGIN: Not a Member? Register Now

Email or Username Password Log In

Remember me Forgot your password?

HOME DRUG INFORMATION DRUG COMMUNICATIONS PHARMACY SAVINGS RESOURCES CLINICAL ARTICLES

THERAPEUTIC CLASS

DEA CLASS

ADULT DOSAGE &
INDICATIONS

PEDIATRIC DOSAGE &
INDICATIONS

ADMINISTRATION

View All Sections...

Advertisement

Jump to Section Related Drug Information 

/home
/registration
/forgotpassword
http://www.pdr.net/home
http://www.pdr.net/browse-by-drug-name
http://www.pdr.net/browse-by-drug-name
http://www.pdr.net/pdr-drug-communications
http://www.pdr.net/pharmacy-savings
http://www.pdr.net/pharmacy-savings/discount-card-for-prescribers
http://www.pdr.net/pharmacy-savings/discount-card-for-patients
http://www.pdr.net/pharmacy-savings/pharmacy-discount-card-for-advocates-groups
http://www.pdr.net/pharmacy-savings/discount-card-for-mobile
http://www.pdr.net/resources/mobilepdr
http://www.pdr.net/getMobile
http://www.pdr.net/BRIEF
http://www.pdr.net/PDRforPatients
http://www.pdr.net/resources/pdr-books
http://www.pdr.net/resources/edrug-updates
http://www.pdr.net/updates/
http://www.pdr.net/OTCSavings
http://www.pdr.net/resources/patient-resources
http://www.pdr.net/Clinical_Articles.aspx
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/allergy-immunology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/anesthesiology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/cardiology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/dentistry/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/dermatology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/emergency-medicine/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/endocrinology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/otolaryngology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/family-medicine/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/gastroenterology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/hospital-administration/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/infectious-disease/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/internal-medicine/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/medical-student/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/nephrology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/neurology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/nurse-practitioner/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/nursing/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/obstetrics-gynecology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/oncology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/ophthalmology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/orthopedics/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/otolaryngology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/pain-management/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/pathology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/pediatrics/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/pharma-news/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/pharmacy/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/physician-assistant/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/practice-management/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/psychiatry/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/pulmonology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/radiology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/rheumatology/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/surgery/index.cfm
http://mdlinx.pdr.net/urology/index.cfm
http://www.pdr.net/Clinical_Articles.aspx
http://www.pdr.net/
http://www.pdr.net/drug-information/zithromax-250-mg-and-500-mg-tablets-and-oral-suspension?druglabelid=1012&id=4415
../Custom/UI/UserControls/#
../Custom/UI/UserControls/#
http://www.ehealthcaresolutions.com/forms/pub/?did=ehs.pro.pdr.pdrnetwork
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss-wAAZ0_r9R8L0KqCzLw7xiCIiOoPV2QJlpfKVEJ3yR9BZ7cYgvFSy3NWFU80e29nYuwQaQy_THMcUegzLjmVk2BxpxRN-lVVhllXRshO89E5b&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCCqudCMeta_&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DBdehYc4lwVvz2J5W8hASRlYroDNCa7ekHAADAndgQEAEgADgAWMjk2MO-AmDJ_raH3KPwEIIBF2NhLXB1Yi0yNzI5NDE1OTM1NjExNDg2sgELd3d3LnBkci5uZXS6AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAW5odHRwOi8vd3d3LnBkci5uZXQvZHJ1Zy1zdW1tYXJ5L1ppdGhyb21heC0yNTAtbWctYW5kLTUwMC1tZy1UYWJsZXRzLWFuZC1PcmFsLVN1c3BlbnNpb24tYXppdGhyb215Y2luLTEwMTIuNDQxNcACAuACAOoCHC82OTEzL2Vocy5wcm8ucGRyLnBkcm5ldHdvcmv4AvDRHpADpAOYA6QDqAMB4AQBkAYBoAYW2AcA%26num%3D0%26cid%3D5Ghitw%26sig%3DAOD64_3q1Ga9zd0Lb0WUKn3kFkMwFTacPg%26client%3Dca-pub-2729415935611486%26adurl%3Dhttp://www.rethinkobesity.com/the-science-of-obesity/chronic-disease/disease-recognition.html%253Futm_source%253DeHS%2526utm_medium%253Ddisplay%2526utm_content%253D728x90%2526utm_campaign%253DeHealthcareSolutions_PCPChannel_none_banner_US_728x90%2526TID%253D20423
http://www.ehealthcaresolutions.com/forms/pub/?did=ehs.pro.pdr.pdrnetwork
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstw5ZMrQkwvl9S06UaP_V2_Xd0OmOYzTl4eFcciNb1abbflw3rwTGU3-Iv6BCigYZeGOBszNmv1-3L5QKPja3seO2jeLKF59PSCuRp6btU_af7H&sig=Cg0ArKJSzAU4aj2NxTiG&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DBio2LdIlwVq2JAdGlhATepIB40Jrt6QcAAMCd2BAQASAAOABYmMXXw74CYMn-tofco_AQggEXY2EtcHViLTI3Mjk0MTU5MzU2MTE0ODayAQt3d3cucGRyLm5ldLoBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBCdoBbmh0dHA6Ly93d3cucGRyLm5ldC9kcnVnLXN1bW1hcnkvWml0aHJvbWF4LTI1MC1tZy1hbmQtNTAwLW1nLVRhYmxldHMtYW5kLU9yYWwtU3VzcGVuc2lvbi1heml0aHJvbXljaW4tMTAxMi40NDE1wAIC4AIA6gIcLzY5MTMvZWhzLnByby5wZHIucGRybmV0d29ya_gC8NEekAOkA5gDpAOoAwHgBAGQBgGgBhbYBwA%26num%3D0%26cid%3D5GjxsHyLf6aAOwu5mmi6fwPJ%26sig%3DAOD64_3VqlG_1wigN2kmAMAMCl1IVV_5UQ%26client%3Dca-pub-2729415935611486%26adurl%3Dhttp://www.rethinkobesity.com/the-science-of-obesity/chronic-disease/disease-recognition.html%253Futm_source%253DeHS%2526utm_medium%253Ddisplay%2526utm_content%253D160x600%2526utm_campaign%253DeHealthcareSolutions_PCPChannel_none_banner_US_160x600%2526TID%253D20423


30mg/kg single dose or 10mg/kg qd for 3 days or 10mg/kg single dose on Day 1 followed by 5mg/kg/day on
Days 2-5

Refer to PI for dosage guidelines

Acute Bacterial Sinusitis
≥6 Months of Age:
10mg/kg qd for 3 days

Refer to PI for dosage guidelines

Pharyngitis/Tonsillitis
2nd-Line Therapy:
≥2 Years:
12mg/kg qd for 5 days

Refer to PI for dosage guidelines

ADMINISTRATION
Oral route

Take tab/sus w/ or w/o food.
Shake sus well before use.

Sus (100mg/5mL, 200mg/5mL)
Reconstitution:
Add 9mL of water to 300mg or 600mg sus bottle, 12mL of water to 900mg sus bottle, or 15mL of water to
1200mg sus bottle.
After mixing, use w/in 10 days and store at 5-30°C (41-86°F); discard after full dosing is completed.

HOW SUPPLIED
Sus: 100mg/5mL [15mL], 200mg/5mL [15mL, 22.5mL, 30mL] Tab: 250mg, 500mg

CONTRAINDICATIONS
History of cholestatic jaundice/hepatic dysfunction associated w/ prior use of therapy.

WARNINGS/PRECAUTIONS
Serious allergic reactions (eg, angioedema, anaphylaxis) and dermatologic reactions (eg, Stevens Johnson
syndrome, toxic epidermal necrolysis, drug reaction w/ eosinophilia and systemic symptoms) reported; d/c if an
allergic reaction occurs and institute appropriate therapy. Allergic symptoms may recur, despite initial successful
symptomatic treatment, w/o further therapy exposure. Abnormal liver function, hepatitis, cholestatic jaundice,
hepatic necrosis, and hepatic failure reported; d/c immediately if signs and symptoms of hepatitis occur.
Prolonged cardiac repolarization and QT interval, and torsades de pointes reported. Consider risk of QT
prolongation that can be fatal for at-risk groups, including patients w/ known QT interval prolongation, history of
torsades de pointes, congenital long QT syndrome, bradyarrhythmias, uncompensated heart failure, ongoing
proarrhythmic conditions (eg, uncorrected hypokalemia/hypomagnesemia), and clinically significant bradycardia.
The elderly may be more susceptible to drug-associated effects on the QT interval. Clostridium difficile-
associated diarrhea (CDAD) reported; may need to d/c if CDAD is suspected or confirmed. Exacerbation of
myasthenia gravis symptoms and new onset of myasthenic syndrome reported. Should not be relied upon to
treat syphilis; may mask or delay the symptoms of incubating syphilis. May result in bacterial resistance w/
prolonged use in the absence of proven or suspected bacterial infection. Do not use in patients w/ pneumonia
who are judged to be inappropriate for oral therapy due to moderate to severe illness or risk factors (eg, cystic
fibrosis, nosocomial infections, known/suspected bacteremia).

ADVERSE REACTIONS
Diarrhea/loose stools, N/V, abdominal pain.

DRUG INTERACTIONS
Caution w/ drugs known to prolong the QT interval and w/ Class IA (eg, quinidine, procainamide) and Class III
(eg, dofetilide, amiodarone, sotalol) antiarrhythmic agents. Increased levels w/ nelfinavir; closely monitor for
known adverse reactions (eg, liver enzyme abnormalities, hearing impairment). May potentiate effects of oral
anticoagulants (eg, warfarin); monitor PT. Monitor carefully when coadministered w/ digoxin or phenytoin.

PREGNANCY AND LACTATION
Pregnancy: Category B. Should be used during pregnancy only if clearly needed.
Lactation: Excreted in human breast milk in small amounts; caution in nursing.

MECHANISM OF ACTION
Macrolide; acts by binding to the 50S ribosomal subunit of susceptible microorganisms and interferes w/
bacterial protein synthesis.

PHARMACOKINETICS
Distribution: Found in breast milk. Elimination: Biliary, urine (6% unchanged); T1/2=68 hrs (single 500mg
dose).

Administration of variable doses resulted in different parameters.

ASSESSMENT



Assess for hypersensitivity to drug, history of cholestatic jaundice/hepatic dysfunction associated w/ prior use of
therapy, risk for QT prolongation, myasthenia gravis, pregnancy/nursing status, and possible drug interactions.
Perform appropriate culture and susceptibility testing. In patients w/ sexually transmitted urethritis or cervicitis,
perform serologic test for syphilis and appropriate testing for gonorrhea at the time of diagnosis. Assess for
patients w/ pneumonia judged to be inappropriate for oral therapy due to moderate to severe illness or risk
factors (eg, cystic fibrosis, nosocomial infections, known/suspected bacteremia).

MONITORING
Monitor for signs/symptoms of serious allergic/dermatologic reactions, hepatotoxicity, CDAD, QT prolongation,
new onset of myasthenic syndrome or exacerbation of myasthenia gravis, and other adverse reactions.

PATIENT COUNSELING
Inform that diarrhea may occur and will usually end if therapy is discontinued. Instruct to contact physician as
soon as possible if watery and bloody stools (w/ or w/o stomach cramps and fever) develop even as late as ≥2
months after the last dose. Instruct to d/c therapy immediately and contact physician if any signs of an allergic
reaction occur. Instruct not to take the medication simultaneously w/ aluminum- and Mg2+-containing antacids.
Explain that therapy should only be used to treat bacterial, not viral, infections. Instruct to take exactly ud; inform
that skipping doses or not completing the full course of therapy may decrease effectiveness of immediate
treatment and increase bacterial resistance.

STORAGE
Tab: 15-30°C (59-86°F). Sus (100mg/5mL, 200mg/5mL): Dry Powder: <30°C (86°F). Constituted: 5-30°C
(41-86°F).
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